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15 May 2016, HIFA Working Group on Evidence-Informed Policy and Practice 
 
Below are the bibliographic references of papers and other literature cited by HIFA members during the 
discussion. The citations are organised approximately under each of the 5 questions. A longer version with 
selected extracts and HIFA members' comments is available on request.  
 
1. What is evidence-informed policymaking? Why do countries need it? 
1.1 Andrew Oxman, John N Lavis, Simon Lewin and Atle Fretheim. 2009. What is evidence-informed 
policymaking? http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1478-4505-7-S1-S1 
 
2. How are health policies currently made in different countries? In your country? 
2.1 Kotoh AM & Van der Geest S. Why are the poor less covered in Ghana's national health insurance? 
International Journal for Equity in Health. The official journal of the International Society for Equity in Health 
2016 15:34. DOI: 10.1186/s12939-016-0320-1 
http://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-016-0320-1 
 
2.2 Heidi Larson, 22 Feb, 2016. What’s in a name? Whether Zika or Ebola, the name provokes anxiety and fuels 
rumours. Vaccine Confidence Project, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/whats-in-a-name-whether-zika-or-ebola-the-name-provokes-anxiety-and-
fuels-rumours/ 
 
2.3  Farmer, P., Kim, J.Y., Kleinman, A. & Basilico, M. (2013) Reimagining Global Health: An introduction, 1st ed. 
Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
2.4 Chigwedere P, Seage GR, Gruskin S, Lee TH, Essex M. Estimating the lost benefits of antiretroviral drug use 
in South Africa. J Acquir Immune Defic Syndr. 2008 Dec 1;49(4):410-5. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19186354 
 
2.5  Paine Cronin G, Sadan M. Use of evidence in policy making in South Africa: An exploratory study of 
attitudes of senior government officials. African Evaluation Journal 2015;3(1), Art. #145, 10 pages. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.4102/aej.v3i1.145 
 
2.6 Onwujekwe O, Uguru N, Russo G, Etiaba E, Mbachu C, Mirzoev T, Uzochukwu B. Role and use of evidence 
in policymaking: an analysis of case studies from the health sector in Nigeria. Health Res Policy Syst. 2015 Oct 
24;13:46. doi: 10.1186/s12961-015-0049-0. 
 
2.7  Integrating research evidence and physical activity policy making — REPOPA project [6 European 
countries]. Aro AR et al. on behalf of the REPOPA Consortium. 
http://heapro.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2015/02/10/heapro.dav002.full 
 
2.8  Langlois EV et al Enhancing evidence informed policymaking in complex health systems: lessons from 
multi-site collaborative approaches. Health Res Policy Syst. 2016 Mar 17;14(1):20. doi: 10.1186/s12961-016-
0089-0. 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content/pdf/s12961-016-0089-0.pdf 
 
3. What are the key challenges for policymakers? 
3.1  Uzochukwu B et al.  Health policy and systems research and analysis in Nigeria: examining health 
policymakers' and researchers' capacity assets, needs and perspectives. Health Research Policy and Systems 
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2016 14:13. DOI: 10.1186/s12961-016-0083-6. http://health-policy-
systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-016-0083-6 
 
3.2  Engebretsen E et al. Unpacking the process of interpretation in evidence-based decision making. Journal of 
Evaluation in Clinical Practice. Volume 21, Issue 3, pages 529531, June 2015  
http:///onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jep.12362/full 
 
3.3  Balancing the personal, local, institutional, and global: multiple case study and multidimensional scaling 
analysis of African experiences in addressing complexity and political economy in health research capacity 
strengthening'. http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1478-4505-13-5 
 
3.4   A systematic review of barriers to and facilitators of the use of evidence by policymakers. 
Kathryn Oliver et al. BMC Health Services Research. DOI: 10.1186/1472-6963-14-2 
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1472-6963-14-2 
 
3.5  Spiel C et al. Implementing Intervention Research into Public Policy -the 3-Approach. Prevention Science, 
pp 1-10; First online: 27 February 2016 http://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11121-016-0638-
3.pdf 
 
4. What mechanisms are in place to support policymaking in your country? Which organisations provide 
support globally and nationally? 
 
4.1  Shroff Z et al. Incorporating research evidence into decision-making processes: researcher and decision-
maker perceptions from five low- and middle-income countries. Health Res Policy Syst. 2015 Nov 30;13:70. 
doi: 10.1186/s12961-015-0059-y. 
 
5. What needs to be done at global and country level to strengthen evidence-informed policymaking? 
 
5.1  Stewart R. A theory of change for capacity building for the use of research evidence by decision makers in 
southern Africa. Evidence & Policy. 
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/tpp/ep/pre-prints/content-EvP_037 
 
5.2 da Silva et al. Strategies to encourage the use of scientific evidence in decision making. Cad. Colet health. 
[Internet]. 2015 Sep [cited 2016 Mar 01]; 23 (3): 316-322. 
http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S1414-462X2015000300316&lng=en  
 
5.3 Reich, Michael R et al. Moving towards universal health coverage: lessons from 11 country studies. The 
Lancet , Volume 387 , Issue 10020 , 811 - 816 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)60002-2/fulltext 
 
5.4  Tomkins A et al. Controversies in faith and health care. The Lancet, Volume 386, No. 10005, p17761785, 
31 October 2015. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.10016/S0140-6736(15)60252-5 
 
5.5 Paul Cairney. The politics of evidence-based policymaking. The Guardian. 2016. 
https://www.theguardian.com/science/political-science/2016/mar/10/the-politics-of-evidence-based-
policymaking 
 
5.6  Hinds R et al. From Agreement to Action: Delivering the Sustainable Development Goals. 
The Save the Children Fund, March 2016 
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/From_Agreement_to_Action.pdf 
 
5.7  Andermann A, Pang T, Newton JN, Davis A, Panisset U. Evidence for Health II: Overcoming barriers to using 
evidence in policy and practice. Health Res Policy Syst. 2016 Mar 14;14(1):17. doi: 10.1186/s12961-016-0086-
3. 
 

http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-016-0083-6
http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-016-0083-6
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jep.12362/full
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1472-6963-14-2
http://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11121-016-0638-3.pdf
http://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11121-016-0638-3.pdf
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/tpp/ep/pre-prints/content-EvP_037
http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S1414-462X2015000300316&lng=en
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/From_Agreement_to_Action.pdf


Evidence-informed country-level policymaking - Citations.  Page 3 of 3 
 

5.8  'A new report has been published outlining progress and opportunities on the use of research in policy 
development and practice changes in the African region. Representatives from the 12 countries of the African 
branch of EVIPnet have called for expansion....' 
http://www.who.int/tdr/news/2016/african-net-expands-translation-res/en/ 
 
5.9  Shelton, JD. Evidence-based public health: not only whether it works, but how it can be made to work 
practicably at scale. Global Health: Science and Practice. 2014; 2(3):253?258. 
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/2/3/253.full.pdf+html 
 
5.10 Aradeon, SB and Doctor, HV.  Reducing rural maternal mortality and the equity gap in northern Nigeria: 
the public health evidence for the Community Communication Emergency Referral strategy, International 
Journal of Women's Health 2016:8 77?92. & http://dx.doi.org/10.2147/IJWH.S94823 
 
5.11 Birthing Centers Staffed by Skilled Birth Attendants: Can They Be Effective at Scale? 
Glob Health Sci Pract March 1, 2016 vol. 4 no. 1 p. 1-3 
doi: 10.9745/GHSP-D-16-00063 
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/4/1/1.full 
 
5.12 EVIPNet Africa Report 2016 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/204661/1/EVIPNet_Africa2015.pdf 
 
5.13 Davies J et al. Research capacity in Africa—will the sun rise again? The Lancet Global Health 2016 DOI: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(16)30046-8 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(16)30046-8 'Unfortunately, the Wellcome Trust has decided to stop 
funding SACORE..' 

5.14 Rehfuess EA et al. An approach for setting evidence-based and stakeholder-informed research priorities in 
low- and middle-income countries.  http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/4/15-162966-ab/en/ 
 
5.15  Ghaffar A et al. Where is the policy in health policy and systems research agenda? 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization 2016;94:306-308.   
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/4/15-156281/en/ 
 
5.16  AHPSR Strategic Plan 2016-2020 and 2015 Annual Report 
http://www.who.int/alliance-hpsr/news/2016/StrategicPlan_2016_Final.pdf 
http://www.who.int/alliance-hpsr/news/2016/AnnualReport_2015_Final.pdf 
 
5.17  Hospital-based health technology assessment (HTA) in Finland: a case study on collaboration between 
hospitals and the national HTA unit 
http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-016-0095-2   
 
5.18  The wrong approach to research impact 
http://www.scidev.net/global/r-d/editorials/research-impact-rift-valley-fever-editorial.html 
 
5.19  Three Lenses of Evidence-based Policy 
http://www.cebma.org/wp-content/uploads/Head-The-Three-Lenses-of-Evidence-Based-Policy.pdf .  
 
5.20  Cartwright and Hardie. Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical Guide to Doing it Better. (book, restricted 
access)  
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